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WHITEFISH WOMAN BECOMES UM’S 28TH RHODES SCHOLAR 
MISSOULA -
Charlotte Morrison, a 21-year-old University of Montana philosophy major from Whitefish, 
will go to England’s Oxford University next fall as UM’s 28th Rhodes Scholar.
Morrison, UM’s fifth Rhodes winner in six years, was selected as one of four Rhodes 
Scholars from the Northwest during district competition in Seattle Saturday night. She will be 
among 32 U.S. scholars — four from each of eight districts — who go to Oxford next tall for two to 
three years of all-expenses-paid education.
"It was amazing," Morrison said of the moment she learned she’d won. "I wasn’t sure it 
that was my name. I didn’t know how to react.
"Every time I tell somebody it sinks in a little more," she said shortly after arriving home 
Sunday, "especially when all my friends greeted me at the airport with a big banner and 
champagne."
Morrison’s 4.0 grade point average is only a small part of her qualifications for the Rhodes, 
said philosophy Professor Maxine Van de Wetering, UM’s Rhodes adviser.
"She’s been my student for four years," Van de Wetering said. "In that time I’ve found that 
she’s a woman of rare quality, both intellectually and morally. ... She is passionately dedicated to 
making this world a better place than it is now."
Tom Huff, secretary for the state Rhodes committee, said the committee sent Morrison on to 
district competition because "she has an extraordinary combination of the talents that the
-more-
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scholarship calls for: a first-rate academic record, leadership skill, real sensitivity and sympathy for 
the world’s problems, and commitment to trying to do something about those problems."
An avid hiker and outdoors enthusiast, Morrison is active at Women’s Place in Missoula, 
where she counsels battered women, and at UM’s Women’s Resource Center. Both her studies and 
her community activism center on women’s issues, she said.
"She’s a feminist, in the richest sense of the word," Van de Wetering said. "She is part of 
the struggle to achieve equality for men and women, not just in the economic marketplace but also 
in that shadowy world where social attitudes are formed."
Morrison will graduate from UM this spring, then go on to Oxford, where she will pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy, politics and economics.
UM students have been winning Rhodes Scholarships since 1904, and the University 
currently has three Rhodes winners studying at Oxford. UM ranks fourth among the nation’s public 
universities (not including service academies) in producing Rhodes Scholars. Among all U.S. 
higher education institutions, both private and public, only 14 can claim more Rhodes winners than 
UM.
Van de Wetering attributed the University’s Rhodes success to excellent students and 
talented, dedicated faculty members who work to identify and develop their students’ strengths.
She also credited President George Dennison, whose administration provides strong support, 
including a small budget, for the Rhodes effort on campus.
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Contacts: Charlotte Morrison, 721-2907; Maxine Van de Wetering, 243-2845 office, 721-5320 
home.
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